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NEWS RELEASE

April 14, 1995
YALE HISTORIAN AND THEOLOGIAN TO DISCUSS
HIGHER EDUCATION IN UM LECTURE SERIES
MISSOULA—
Yale University Professor Jaroslav Pelikan, a noted historian, theologian and scholar, will
talk about the future of American higher education Thursday, April 20, at The University of
Montana.
Pelikan will present "The Idea of the University in Action" at 8 p.m. in the Urey Lecture
Hall as the final speaker in the 1994-95 President’s Lecture Series.
"He is a towering giant in the scholarly world, the sort of larger-than-life figure who will
dominate a century or two in his field," said John Madden, dean of the UM Honors College and a
former student of Pelikan’s at Yale.
"He is concerned about values and structures in American higher education," Madden said.
"He has an historical viewpoint that stretches some 4,000 years, so he’s aware of a lot of methods
of teaching and learning and structures for passing on teaching and learning."
Pelikan, who has written 30 books in 43 years, is president of the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences. An ordained Lutheran minister and a Christian theologian, Pelikan taught at
Valparaiso University, Concordia Theological Seminary and the University of Chicago before
joining the Yale faculty in 1962. He was dean of Yale’s graduate school from 1973 to 1978.
A Newsweek article in the late 1970s identified Pelikan as "the scholar’s scholar." Madden
describes his former professor as "absolutely the plainest, simplest, most straight-forward academic
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"He has a catholic mind with a small "c," that is, he’s interested in everything," Madden
said.
An indication of his breadth of experience and knowledge, Madden noted, are the honorary
degrees Pelikan has received from varied colleges and universities, including the University of
Chicago, Victoria University in Toronto, Yale University, Southern Methodist University, Pacific
Lutheran University, Catholic University of America, St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological
Seminary and Jewish Theological Seminary of America. "If there were an atheist university, he’d
probably have a doctorate from there, too," Madden said.
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Contacts: John Madden, 243-2541 or Richard Drake, 243-2981. Pelikan arrives in Missoula
Wednesday, April 19.
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